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ORDINANCE NO. 90- 45 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
ESTABLISHING A CODE ENFORCEMENT CITATION SYSTEM 
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 162, FLORIDA STATUTES; PROVIDING 
FOR SHORT TITLE; PROVIDING FOR RULES OF CONSTRUCTION; 
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR AUTHORITY OF 
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS; PROVIDING FOR PROCEDURES; 
PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES; PROVIDING FOR COUNTY COURT 
JURISDICTION; PROVIDING FOR PROVISIONS SUPPLEMENTAL; 
PROVIDING FOR ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES; PROVIDING FOR 
INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF LAWS IN 
CONFLICT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, Section 162.21, Florida Statutes, permits local 
governing bodies to establish a Code Enforcement Citation 
System; and 

WHEREAS, a Citation System will permit the assessment of 
civil penalties against persons violating County Ordinances as 
specified in Schedule A, attached hereto; and 

WHEREAS, a Code Enforcement Citation System will promote, 
protect and improve the health, safety and welfare of the 
citizens of Palm Beach County. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA, that: 

section 1. TITLE 

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Code 
Enforcement Citation Ordinance of Palm Beach County, Florida. 

Section 2. RULES OF CONSTRUCTION 
For the purpose of administration and enforcement of this 
ordinance, unless otherwise stated in this ordinance, the 
following rules of construction shall apply to the text of this 
ordinance: 

(1) The word "shall” is always mandatory and not 
discretionary; the word "may" is permissive. 

(2) The word "person" includes any natural person, 
individual, public or private corporation, firm, association, 
joint venture, partnership, municipality, governmental agency, 
political subdivision, public officer or any other entity 
whatsoever, or any combination of such, jointly or severally. 
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(3) Unless the context clearly indicates the contrary, 
where regulation involves two (2) or more items, conditions. 


provisions, or events connected by the conjunction "and", "or" 
or "either... or", the conjunction shall be interpreted as 
follows: 

(a) "And" indicates that all the connected terms, 
conditions, provisions, or events shall apply. 

(b) "Or" indicates that the connected items, conditions, 
provisions, or events may apply singly or in any combination. 

(c) "Either... or" indicates that the connected items, 
conditions, provisions or events shall apply singly but not in 
combination. 

Section 3. DEFINITIONS 

A. Code Enforcement Officer - any designated or authorized 
employee or agent of the County whose duty it is to enforce or 
assure compliance with codes and ordinances enacted by the 
County. 

Section 4 . AUTHORITY OF CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

1. A Code Enforcement Officer is authorized to issue a 
citation to a person when, based on personal investigation, the 
officer has reasonable cause to believe that the person has 
violated a duly enacted County Code or Ordinance. 

2. A citation may be issued for a violation of any County 
Code or Ordinance except Building Codes adopted pursuant to 
Florida Statutes, §553.73 as they apply to construction. Code 
Enforcement Officers shall have no power of arrest nor shall 
they be subject to the provisions of Florida Statutes, Sections 
943.085 - 943.255. 

Section 5. PROCEDURES 

1. Prior to issuing a citation, a Code Enforcement Officer 
shall provide notice to the person that the person has vio J. cited 
a provision of the County Code or Ordinance. 

2. The Officer shall establish a reasonable time period, 
not to exceed 30 days, within which the person must correct the 
violation. 
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3. If, after personal investigation, the Code Enforcement 
Officer finds that the person has not corrected the violation 
within the time period, the officer may issue a citation to the 


person who has committed the violation. 

4. A Code Enforcement Officer does not have to provide the 
person with a reasonable time period to correct the violation 
prior to issuing a citation and may immediately issue a 
citation if the officer has reason to believe that the 
violation presents a serious threat to the public health, 
safety, or welfare, or if the violation is irreparable or 
irreversible. 

5. After issuing the citation to the alleged violator, the 
Code Enforcement Officer shall deposit the original and one 
copy of the citation with the County Court. 

Section 6. PENALTIES 

1. A violation of a Code or Ordinance is civil infraction. 

2. There is established a maximum civil penalty not to 
exceed $500.00 per violation. 

3. Any person who has committed a civil infraction and 
does not contest the citation shall be assessed a penalty less 
than the maximum allowed. 

4. The violations and penalties for uncontested violations 
assessed are set forth in the attached uniform fine schedule 
and incorporated herein as Schedules M A" and "Al". 

5. Repeat violations will be assessed fines in the next 
higher class as specified in Schedule "Al". Third time 
offenses will be considered Class IV violations, or an 
additional amount of $100 will be assessed, whichever is 
greater. 

6. Any person who willfully refuses to sign and accept a 
violation issued by a Code Enforcement Officer shall be guilty 
of a misdemea nor of the second degree and punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment in the County jail not 
to exceed 60 days or by both fine and imprisonment. 
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8ection 7. COUNTY COURT JURISDICTION 


1. The County Court in and for the Fifteenth Judicial 
Circuit shall hear charges of code violations pursuant to the 
issuance of citations. 

2. Any person so charged may contest the citation in the 
County Court. 

8ection 8. PROVISIONS SUPPLEMENTAL 
The provisions of this Ordinance are additional and 
supplemental means of enforcing County Codes and Ordinances. 
Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall prohibit enforcement 
by any other means. 

SECTION 9. REPEAL OF LAWS IN CONFLICT 
All local laws and ordinances applying to the 
unincorporated area of Palm Beach County in conflict with any 
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed. 

10. SEVERABILITY 

If any section, paragraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or 
word of this ordinance is for any reason held by the Court to 
be unconstitutional, inoperative or void, such holding shall 
not affect the remainder of this ordinance. 

11. INCLP8ION IN THE CODE OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES 
The provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made 
a part of the code of laws and ordinances of Palm Beach County, 
Florida. The Sections of the ordinance may be renumbered or 
relettered to accomplish such, and the word "ordinance" may be 
changed to "section", "article", or any other appropriate word. 

SECTION 12. EFFECTIVE DATE 

The provisions of this ordinance shall become effective 
upon receipt of acknowledgement by the Secretary of State. 
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APPROVED AND ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners 


of Palm Beach County, Florida, on this 20 th 

November _/ 19 90 • 


day of 


PALM BEACH/COUNTY, FLORIDA, BY ITS 
BOARD PF/COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 


APPROVED AS TO FORM AND 
LEGAL SUFFICIENCY 



j\$/JL — J 

m 

C 

\( 



1 Ojiairman v 

NOV 2 0 1990 


Coun 



JOHN B. DUNKLE, CLERK 
Board of County Commissioners 

By 


DEPUTY CLERK 


Attorney 


Acknowledgement by the Department of the State of Florida, 
on this, the 30th _ day of November _, 19 90 . 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Acknowledgement from the Department of 

State received on the 7th day of December _, 19 90 , 

at 12:51 P .M., and filed in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Board of County Commissioners of Palm Beach County, Florida. 


STATE 0 C FIO^'DA'/COUNJY.OFPALM BEACH 
I, JOH. U. Dl?K''ex-officio'-CleTK of thu 


my OTTICe UH:_^—^- - —r— 

DATED at West PalrrvBeaop; FLon 
JOHN B. DUNK*£ C+ecK, 



. 
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CODE ENFORCEMENT CITATION SYSTEM ORDINANCE 

8CHEDPLE "A" 


CODE 

PROVISION 

*103.1.1 

PBC Bldg. Code 


*500.18(E)(2) 
PBC Zoning Code 


*500.18(E)(2) 
PBC Zoning Code 


*406.4 

PBC Housing Code 


*500.18(C)(1)(2) 
PBC Zoning Code 


*500.14(F) 

PBC Zoning Code 

*500.35(1)(7)(a) 
PBC Zoning Code 


*500.16 

PBC Zoning Code 

♦Section 24 
PBC Code 


DESCRIPTION CLASS 

Display of illegal signs, or display III 

of signs without obtaining required 
permits, whether on private property 
or within county road right-of-way. 

Improper parking of recreational I 

vehicles, boats, trailers or campers 
within residential zoning districts. 

Storage of more than one boat or more I 

than one camper on property within a 
residential district. 

Open storage of trash and debris, m 

construction materials, paper products, 
aluminum, wood, vehicle parts, 
furniture, appliances and other like 
materials on property used for 
residential purposes. 

Parking of vehicles in excess of one- I 

ton carrying capacity on road rights- 
of-way or private property in any 
residential zoning district for more 
than one hour in any 24 hour period. 

Delivery vehicles, moving vans and 
emergency vehicles exempted during 
delivery or emergency process. 

Having a swimming pool not properly IV 

enclosed by a fence or screen room. 

Displaying vehicles or other items I 

for sale within required landscape 

areas. 

Palm Beach County Noise Ordinance II 


Palm Beach County Sign Ordinance II 


FINE 

AMOUNT 

$125 


$ 50 


$ 50 


$125 


$ 50 


$250 
$ 50 

$ 75 
$ 75 


♦All substantive code provisions subject to enforcement by this Ordinance 
shall continue to be enforced as they may be from time to time amended. 


SCHEDULE "Ai" 



CODE ORDINANCE VIOLATIONS 

POtTNTY COURT UNIFORM FINE SCHEDULE 



LOCAL ORDINANCE 

VIOLATIONS 



FINE 

C08T8 

TOTAL 

Class I 

$ 50 

$8 

$ 58 

Class II 

$ 75 

$8 

$ 83 

Class III 

$125 

$8 

$133 

Class IV 

$250 

$8 

$258 
















